Supreme Court of Illinois

May 9, 2017

ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT APPOINTS SEATON AS CIRCUIT JUDGE
IN THE SECOND SUBCIRCUIT OF COOK COUNTY

Justice Mary Jane Theis and the Illinois Supreme Court have announced the appointment of
Debra A. Seaton as a Cook County Circuit Judge in the 2" Subcircuit.

Ms. Seaton was appointed to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Judge Camille Willis.

The appointment takes effect May 18, 2017 and will conclude on Dec. 3, 2018, when the
position will be filled by the 2018 General Election.

"After practicing law for many years, | am humbled and honored to be appointed to one of the
most esteemed positions in the legal profession: the office of Judge,” Seaton said. "I thank
Justice Theis and the other members of the Illinois Supreme Court for providing this
wonderful opportunity to serve."

Ms. Seaton has been an Attorney Supervisor for the Law Office of the Cook County Public
Defender since 2010. She worked as a solo practitioner for 10 years and previously served as an
Assistant Public Defender for Kane and Cook counties for 13 years.

Justice Theis recommended Ms. Seaton's appointment after candidates were reviewed by bar
associations and a special judicial screening committee. Ms. Seaton received qualified or
recommended ratings from a dozen bar groups. The special judicial screening committee was
established by Justice Theis in 2013 and is co-chaired by retired U.S. District Court Judge
Wayne R. Andersen and retired Illinois Appellate Court Judge Michael J. Gallagher.

Ms. Seaton earned her Bachelor of Science in Political Science from the University of lowa and
her juris doctor from the University of lowa College of Law.

Her professional associations include the Cook County Bar Association, Chicago Bar
Association, Women's Bar Association of Illinois, Black Women Lawyers' Association and the
Illinois Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.
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(FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Chris Bonjean, Communications Director to
the Illinois Supreme Court at 312.793.2323 or cbonjean@illinoiscourts.gov.)
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